Lectionary Index for Silvia’s Psalms
2015 
Year B (Mark)
(Revised Common Lectionary)
Links are to www.conversations.net.nz
a website of resources for life and faith
by Silvia Purdie

June 7 
Pentecost 2 

Psalm 138: Thank you for your love!
 Suitable for children to read in worship. Alternate lines could be read by the congregation
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-138-thank-you-for-your-love.html
June 14 
Pentecost 3 

Psalm 20: God bless you!
 A responsive Psalm of blessing for use in worship
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-20-god-bless-you.html
June 21 
Pentecost 4 

Psalm 9: The weeds and the wheat
“…Tell me your name again and tell me mine.”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-9-the-weeds-and-the-wheat.html
June 28 
Pentecost 5 

Psalm 130: The Dawn Psalm
“… A little light, a dull grey hovers in the air
… steadfast love, new every morning”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-130-the-dawn-psalm.html
July 5 
Pentecost 6

Psalm 48: Hymn to Jerusalem

A reflection for worship on Jerusalem, and the man who prophesied it’s destruction.

“Jerusalem, ah, Jerusalem! …”

http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-48-hymn-to-jerusalem.html
July 12 
Pentecost 7 

Psalm 24: Lift up the ancient doors!
Suitable as a call to worship
Lift up your heads, ye gates!
Lift up the ancient doors!
- that the King of Glory may come in -
Who is the King of Glory? … could this be the Servant King?!
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-24-lift-up-the-ancient-doors.html
July 19
Pentecost 8

Psalm 89 (verses 19-52): A Vision of Messiah

God spoke to Ethan the Ezrahite in a vision, saying
“I have chosen one to be King
He is the firstborn, the everlasting king,
to rule until the stars cease to burn.”

… but then the vision turns sour! 

A christological Psalm prophesying Christ the King as well as Christ crucified.

http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-89-vs19-end-a-vision-of-messiah.html
July 26 
Pentecost 9 

Psalm 14: All fall short
A conversation with Paul, who quotes Psalm 14 in Romans 3

http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-14-all-fall-short.html
August 2 
Pentecost 10 

Psalm 51: Standing under the shower of Confession
A reflection on our resistance to confession
 
“The most lovely of Psalms, number 51,
but how do we get to verse 1?
What needs to happen in us before we can begin? …”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-51-standing-under-the-shower-of-confession.html
August 9 Pentecost 11

Psalm 130: The Dawn Psalm
“… A little light, a dull grey hovers in the air
… steadfast love, new every morning”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-130-the-dawn-psalm.html
August 16 Pentecost 12 

Psalm 111: Praise the Lord, now and forever!
Suitable for all-ages as a Call to Worship

“Praise the Lord
now and forever!
I will say to God with all my heart – THANK YOU!
Together with all God’s people we say – THANK YOU!” …
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-111-praise-the-lord-now-and-forever.html
August 23 Pentecost 13

Psalm 84: How lovely is your house
especially for children & all-age worship. Written for two voices.

A       How lovely is your house, amazing God!
 I want nothing more than to live close to you.
B       Just like the sparrow builds a nest for her chicks, 
you make your home in our hearts. …
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-84-how-lovely-is-your-house.html
August 30 Pentecost 14 

Psalm 45: The Royal Wedding

A vivid song of praise to King Jesus, in my view.

As well as the Psalm itself, I have explored Psalm 45 as a discussion on what it means to come to Christ as adult women:
On being the Bride of Christ: a reflection
(Especially suitable as a devotion for a women's group)
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-45-the-royal-wedding.html
September 6 Pentecost 15 

Psalm 125: Good Balance

(for children & all-age worship. Suitable for a Call to Worship.)

When we trust in God we will not be shaken,
we will not be thrown off balance.

 http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-125-good-balance.html
September 13 Pentecost 16 

Psalm 19: Song of the Stars
A poem of praise, suitable for worship

“The universe shouts your Word!
What language do stars speak? …”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-19-song-of-the-stars.html
September 20 Pentecost 17 

Psalm 21: Honouring a godly leader
This would be a wonderful funeral or retirement tribute. 
‘Re-gendered’ – feel free to replace with male pronouns.

“Loving Lord, thank you for this woman …

… her trust in you opened faith in others
she stood strong on your love. …”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-21-honouring-a-godly-leader.html
September 27 Pentecost 18 

Psalm 124: If it wasn’t for God

(Call to Worship, in 2 voices)

“If it wasn’t for God

we’d be a wreck! …”

http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-124-if-it-wasnrsquot-for-god.html
Psalm 124: Like a mouse

(a reflection)

“… Like a fantail who flits easily away from the cat’s lunge
so we dance our way out of evil’s reach
for we are free, we are protected, we are safe
in the name of the Lord, who’s on our side!”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-124-like-a-mouse.html
October 4 Pentecost 19 

Psalm 26: True North

“I trust you O Lord
by you I set my bearings.
You are my true North …”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-26-true-north.html
October 11 Pentecost 20 

Psalm 22: The Crucifixion Psalm
A crucifixion reflection

“Jesus, Jesus, on the cross
call us to come closer.
We hear your cry
that splits the sky
we’re passing by
but cannot hide …”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-22-the-crucifixion-psalm.html
October 18 Pentecost 21 

Psalm 104: A Psalm for Aotearoa

a version for New Zealand, including Maori names
 

Bless the Lord, my soul.
Kororia ki te Atua! 

http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-104-psalm-for-aotearoa.html 
October 25 Pentecost 22 

Psalm 34: Always Praising!
a responsive Call to Worship

“I will bless the Lord all the time!
We’ll never stop praising our God! …
Taste and see - the Lord is good!
Relax and rejoice - you are safe in him.”…
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-34-always-praising.html
November 1 All Saints 

Psalm 24: Lift up the ancient doors!
Suitable as a call to worship
Lift up your heads, ye gates!
Lift up the ancient doors!
- that the King of Glory may come in -
Who is the King of Glory? … could this be the Servant King?!
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-24-lift-up-the-ancient-doors.html
November 1 Pentecost 23 

Psalm 146: God at Work
A morning prayer, for the day’s work
“… I give this day to you 
May it resound with you
May your praise whisper through every word and act …”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-146-god-at-work.html
November 8 Pentecost 24 

Psalm 127: The Lord builds the house
A reflection on home and family

“Jesus as a boy trained to be a carpenter, 
taught by his Dad on earth.
Jesus as our risen Lord is the master builder, 
taught by his Father in heaven.
He builds us up, he builds his church …”
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-127-the-lord-builds-the-house.html
November 15 Pentecost 25 

Psalm 16: Fullness of Joy
A translation of Psalm 16 adapted for use as a Great Thanksgiving for Holy Communion. Feel free to use just parts of this for a Call to Worship. 
http://www.conversations.net.nz/psalm-16-fullness-of-joy.html
November 22 Reign of Christ 

Ps 132  or 93

