 ‘Colourful Catastrophe: Joseph Part One’
Sermon by Silvia Purdie

Reading 1: Genesis 37: 1-4

Reading 2: Genesis 37: 5-8


Reading 3: Genesis 37: 9-11


Reading 4: Genesis 37: 12-24

Reading 5: Genesis 37: 25-36


Story reflection 1
Have you ever felt really mad at someone?

so mad that you never wanted to talk to them again!

When I was at school there were some boys who teased me and called me horrible names and I would quite happily have never seen them again ever!

But it’s different with brothers and sisters tho eh … no matter how mad you get with them they’re still part of the family and you’re stuck with them for ever and always.

Our Bible story is about some brothers …12 of them altogether … and they all got really mad at one of them, Joseph. He was the almost-youngest. Imagine having 10 big brothers!
and this story is like a worst case picture – people think the Bible is nice & full of good people doing good things. But when you actually READ it you find real people doing things which are often not at all nice or good or kind or right

Which can make us feel, actually, perhaps our family isn’t that bad after all, at least we’re not selling each other into slavery which is what happens to Joseph

which was better than getting abandoned in a pit in the desert which would not have been nice at all!

But the main point of the story is that God turned the bad out for good

there’s nothing that God can’t turn around, or make something good out of

even our anger and violence, the worst of human nature

God understands … he doesn’t like it but he loves us anyway

and his power is at work even in the worst of situations

Come back next week to find out what happened to Joseph … and whether his dreams came true


Adults reflection 1   Sorting out the background
12 brothers from 4 mothers
“my brother from another mother”

Why did they hate Joseph so much? … to answer that we have to go back a generation

4 women. 1 man. 13 kids.

Reflection 2   So what went so badly wrong?
Jacob loved one woman from the day he first met her till the day he died
but somehow this love twisted and turned so that the whole family was damaged and torn 

1) the power of unforgiveness

Jacob never forgave Laban for the trick, and he never forgave Leah for not being Rachel

He didn’t have to love Leah but he should have treated her with respect that was her right as the first wife … her continual pain at feeling rejected was passed down to her children

2) the power of emotional welds

Jacob welded his love for Rachel onto her son Jacob … and so he kept seeing her in him

the ways that we all let our feelings and attitudes about one thing to affect how we relate to people … spreads over, like prejudices & stereotypes. When it happens it prevents us from seeing people as they really are.
So Jacob doesn’t relate to the boys as they are but always tainted by how he feels about their mothers. 

3) the power of unresolved grief

Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin … this trauma set the relationships in the family into stone at that point … unable to grow in a healthy way

… shown in his interpretation of the sun&moon dream

AND he formed a bond with Joseph which cut across the healthy boundaries between generations

Then his grief for Joseph becomes utterly devastating & destroys him as a man& a leader

So where is God in this story?
1) God chose this family … 12 brothers, 12 tribes … not for any merit of their own!!

2) God upheld each member despite the wounds of the system … love for Leah to compensate her heart, Rueben’s maturity, Joseph’s visionary spiritual gift

3) God worked out his purposes in utterly surprising ways

… so their story becomes a mirror for our own lives … our own experience of blessing and the wounds of the heart … the cloak, the pit, blood, the coins, slavery – metaphors woven thru scripture
