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Introduction 
 
My ancestor Samuel Ayers was a choir boy in the large and impressive Church of England 
church in the village of Turvey. But his family also started attending the lively little Methodist 
church that met in a shed down a back alley, partly because they loved the singing. In 1868 
they immigrated to South Canterbury, and as soon as they could afford to, they purchased a 
piano. Church music is in my blood. I grew up immersed in Christian music: the Fiji Indian 
congregation in Suva, Methodist churches in Kaikohe, Gisborne and Lower Hutt, around the 
piano at home, and at countless youth camps. I loved to sing. 
 
I remember the first song I wrote. It was a memorable place: walking the shore of Lake 
Manapouri. I was 15.  
 

I feel your love flow over me 
I feel your love sink into me 
and it warms me, it warms me 
to my centre. 

 
It still brings tears to my eyes – a forming together of love for God and for creation, and a 
profound sense that I am deeply connected to both; impacted, enlivened, warmed (very 
Methodist!). I have always loved the process of creating something new out of words and 
music. And this has always felt like a God thing; never just my doing.  
 
Over the 40 years since then I have written dozens of songs. Some for particular people and 
churches, some never sung in company. Some have been published, but most needed 
notation. Last year I felt Wairua Tapu give me a clear push, to work up my songs, for 
performance, recording and publication. ‘All Creation Sing’ is the result. I offer these songs to 
the church in Aotearoa, to glorify God through worship that connects from the heart and with 
our land. 
 
Thanks 
My heartfelt gratitude goes to Cyril Murphy, Hariata Haumate, Jo Harrington, Mary-Jane 
Konings, Walter Nicholls and Jim Noice for your input, encouragement and editing. Thanks to 
Jules Riding for his generosity with his song, ‘The Blessing’. Many thanks to the Island Bay 
Presbyterian Band for throwing yourself into our live performance, together with my friends 
and whanau: Gabrielle Knotts, Natalie Crane, Amy Kelly, Ben Purdie, Lala Simpson, Linda 
Lindsay, and Katherine, Amy and James Noble. And thanks to the tech team for creating 
recordings: Julian Warmington, Andre De Groot and Graeme Mahoney. Plus I must not forget 
my marvellous husband, Chris, who copes admirably with my music despite not having a 
musical bone in his body. Finally, i te timatanga ki te mutunga, kororia ki te Atua: e te Matua, e 
te Tama, e te Wairua Tapu. Glory, thanks and praise to God, who began the beginning and 
whose love and creativity will never end. Thanks, Lord! 
 
 



Song Lyrics 
 

1.  Come Holy Spirit come 
Te Reo lyrics by Rev. Hariata Haumate 
 
Chorus A 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
Burn, holy fire, burn. 
Breathe, holy breath of God, breathe. 
Make us your people,  
reshape us your family. 
Take us into all your ways. 
 
Verse 
Humbly we stand in your presence 
knowing only need of you. 
All our pride, our plans, our riches 
fall in pieces round our feet. 
You alone, our heart’s desire, 
You alone can make us whole. 
You alone are worthy of all 
honour, glory, thanks and praise. 
 
Chorus B 
Wairua, haere mai.  
He ahi kā roa, 
te hā o te Atua.  (repeat) 
 
Verse 
Chorus A 
 
Coda 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Burn, holy fire. 
Breathe, holy breath of God. 
 
 

2.  Here you will find a welcome 
Chorus A 
Here, you will find a welcome, 
Here, you will find a family. 
Here, you will find a harbour, 
Here, you will find a home. 

Come, Holy Spirit.  
Wairua, haere mai.  
This is an invocation and a prayer 
of confession and adoration.  
Our wonderful friend Hariata 
wrote the Te Reo lyrics as we sat 
on our beds one evening at Te 
Maungarongo marae in Ohope, 
soaking in the deep peace of that 
place.  
Sing it gently, let it flow around 
and again.  



Verse 1 
Here is food for hungry hearts, 
Here is rest for weary feet. 
Here is shelter from the storm, 
for in Christ we meet.   (repeat) 
 
Chorus A 
 
Verse 2 
Kei konei te kai māu. 
Kei konei te whakatā. 
Kei konei te kāinga 
o te Atua.  (repeat) 
 
Chorus B 
Here, Jesus bids us welcome, 
Here, God makes us one family. 
Here, the Spirit is our harbour, 
Here, we will be a home. 
 
 

3.  Hold the world gently 
Chorus 
Hold the world gently, 
Touch the earth lightly, 
Move in the power of God. 
Sing the faith strongly, 
Speak the truth humbly, 
Stand in the presence of God. 
 
Verse 1 
Why do we hope for creation? 
Why do we care for its life? 
Why do we pray in the brokenness? 
For this is the heart of God. 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 2 
We are one drop in the ocean, 
We are one sprout on the vine. 
We add our weight to the balancing 
For we are the friends of God. 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 

During my ministry training I was 
based for several good years at 
St David’s Presbyterian Church 
in Palmerston North. Rev. Jim 
Symons came, twice, for interim 
ministry. What a caring, 
community-facing church! They 
called their family space the 
Lighthouse, which I wanted to 
express in song. I wrote this song 
for Jim and St Davids, and 
recently added a Te Reo verse. 
 
Kei konei means ‘here’. Whakatā 
is rest. Hopefully all Kiwis 
understand kai (food) and kāinga 
(home – the place of kā, fire). 

It was during my ministry at 
Cashmere Presbyterian Church 
in Christchurch that I first 
connected with A Rocha, and 
became involved in creation 
care. This song emerged in that 
process. It is a contemporary 
hymn, strong and easy to sing.  



Let there be rain in the wilderness, 
Let there be peace in the storm. 
Let there be love in the human heart, 
For this is the touch of God. 
 
Chorus 
 
 

4.  I te tīmatanga  
In the beginning, John 1:1-4 
 
(Spoken) 
In the beginning was the Word 
The Word was with God 
In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was God. 
 
Verse 1 
I te tīmatanga, i te tīmatanga, 
i te tīmatanga te Kupu,   
i te Atua te Kupu,   
ko te Atua anō te Kupu.  
 
(Spoken) 
This Word was with God 
in the beginning. 
All things were made through the Word. 
 
Verse 2 
I te Atua anō tēnei Kupu -    
i te tīmatanga, i te tīmatanga.  
I te tīmatanga te Kupu,   
i te Atua te Kupu.   
Nāna ngā mea katoa i hanga;   
 
(Spoken) 
Life was light for all people. 
In Him was life,  
from the beginning. 
 
Verse 3 
Ko te ora te mārama mō ngā tāngata -  
i te tīmatanga, i te tīmatanga.  
Ko te ora ō ngā tāngata.   
I a ia te ora.   
Ko te ora te mārama.  
 

In recent years I have recommitted to 
my Te Reo Māori journey. One of the 
most beautiful aspects to this is 
being able to read the Bible in Te Reo. 
Te Paipera Tapu is a national taonga 
and one of our most precious 
resources for worship and faith.  
 
‘I te tīmatanga’ hints at the karanga 
that begins a powhiri, but lower and 
more quiet. It reminds me of the first 
time I saw my son’s heart beating in 
utero. From the darkness into the 
light: the powerful words of John’s 
prologue. It may be a bit difficult for a 
congregational singing, but give it a 
try. 



5.  I've got a little bit 
An offering song 
 
Verse 1 
I've got a little bit and I'd rather keep it just for me 
Please don't ask me to give it away.   (repeat) 
 
Chorus 
Grace, grace, is giving and receiving.  
God is grace that overflows. 
Grace, grace, abundant, never-ending 
There is always more to give away-ay-ay-ay. 
 
Verse 3 
I've got a little bit and I know that I've been given it. 
Thank you, God, for all that I have.  (repeat) 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
I've got a little bit and I'm bringing it to Jesus. 
In his hands it will multiply.   (repeat) 
 
Chorus 
 
Coda 
There is always more to give away! 
 
 
 

6.  Jesus holds us all together 
Jesus holds us all together, 
He’s the glue that makes us stick.  
STICKY, STICKY! 
He brings us to one another, 
He brings us close to God.   
LIKE A MAGNET! 
Jesus is there in the middle, 
He’s the centre of it all.    
YES, EVERYTHING! 
His love reaches everywhere and 
He is right here in my heart.   
BOOM, BOOM, BOOM! 
 
Will you love him?  Yes, we’ll love him! 
Will you praise him?  Yes, we’ll praise him! 

My many years in family 
ministry left me always looking 
for fun ways to say big things. 
And as a parish minister I was 
always looking for ways to 
involve the kids. Taking up the 
offering is something practical 
to do. But it needs a song, a 
little bit cheeky but with a 
strong biblical message about 
giving.  

Pamela Tankersley was Moderator 
of the PCANZ during my ministry 
training. Her theme was ‘Christ 
centred, community facing’. This 
was my attempt at a kids song on 
her theme, with relatable 
metaphors and lots of interaction. 



Will you serve him?  Yes, we’ll serve him! 
Will you follow him?  Yes, we’ll follow him 
Out into the big wide world    

(End here or repeat with …) 
ALL AROUND, ALL AROUND, ALL AROUND  
 
 

7.  Let all creation sing 
Verse 1 
Let all creation sing your glory true 
Let every heart confess our need of you 
Praises to your name, 
age to age the same. 
Thank you that you came to make all things new. 
Thank you that you came to make all things new. 
 
Verse 2 
As bread is broken, come, Lord Jesus, here. 
As wine again is poured, we know you near. 
Make our spirits still, 
emptiness you fill, 
brokenness you will in your mercy, heal. 
brokenness you will in your mercy, heal. 
 
Verse 3 
Me waiata atu ngā mea katoa! 
Me karanga anō ngā reo katoa! 
Nāu i whakatau. 
Māu e whakahou. 
Nāu te kai ora mō ngā wā katoa. 
Nāu te kai ora mō ngā wā katoa. 
 
Verse 1  
 
 

8.  Let there be peace inbetween us 
Colossians 3:12-15 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” 
 
Let there be peace in-between us, 
In every word that we say, 
In every choice that we make, 
In every prayer that we pray. 
Let the peace of God rule within our hearts, 
Shaping us every day in every way. 

I remember forming this tune 
walking around Greytown with 
my mother, Wendy. ‘Let all 
creation sing’ is specifically for a 
Communion service. I love to link 
together God’s saving work on 
the cross with God’s saving work 
in the world; the personal with 
the missional. Our individual and 
collective renewal is in company 
with the renewal of Creation. 
 

The quality of our relating matters 
more than we realise. The peace 
that Christ gives is both within 
and between us.  
I love the Te Reo words, in 
Paipera Tapu: in our hearts be 
Christ’s manawanui (patience, 
literally big-heartedness), aroha 
(love), rangimarie (peace) and 
mahaki (kindness).  



 
Kia noho i o tātou ngākau  
te manawanui,  
te aroha nui,  
te rangimarie,  
me te mahaki a te Karaiti  
i a rā, i a rā, i a rā. 
 
 

9.  May the God of Peace 
(The Blessing by Jules Riding adapted by Silvia Purdie with permission from Jules Riding) 
 
Verse 1 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you. 
May your spirit, soul and body be kept sound. 
May your life be wholly blameless at the coming of the Lord, 
For he who calls you is faithful and true. 
He understands you 
He’s close around you 
His Spirit’s in you 
Peace be with you. 
 
Verse 2 
May the God of mercy bless and anoint you. 
May your mind be opened to his brilliant light. 
May your life ring with praises and the joy of the Lord, 
For he who loves you will see the journey through. 
He understands you 
He’s close around you 
His Spirit’s in you 
Peace be with you. 
 
 

10.  My heart is not lifted up (Psalm 131) 
Verse 1 
My heart is not lifted up 
my eyes do not strain to see 
my mind is not occupied  
with great and complicated things. (repeat) 
 
Chorus 
O my soul, rest in the Lord 
O my heart, trust in the Lord 
O my life, hope in the Lord 
now and forever, forevermore. 

Many years ago, while I was 
National Methodist Youth Co-
ordinator, I did a 7-day silent 
retreat at Teschmakers out of 
Oamaru. My retreat director was 
a little elderly nun who told me to 
read Psalm 131, and again, and 
again, and again. Its words are 
carved into my soul. And terribly 
good for the nervous system! 

During my time at St 
David’s we hosted Jules 
Riding for a concert. His 
powerful story and heart-
felt music has been a 
special gift to the church in 
NZ. His song ‘The Blessing’ 
is very beautiful. But when I 
tried teaching it for 
congregational worship 
people found it hard to sing. 
So with Jule’s permission I 
simplified the tune a little 
and changed the ending of 
the verses.    



Verse 2 
My soul is a little child 
a child in my mother’s arms 
My soul is becoming calm 
and quiet just a sleepy child. (repeat) 
 
Chorus 
 
 

11.  Once upon a time 
Verse 1 
Once upon a time, every town, every suburb 
had a church in the middle, one of each in the town 
Once upon a time, we could rest in the knowledge  
we were Christian and kiwi, we were God’s Own land. 
 
Verse 2 
Now is the time when the churches stand empty,  
no one cares for religion, no one cares what’s inside. 
Now is the time when we can’t afford coffee 
but the bank holds our millions, holds our future in the past. 
 
Chorus 
Break us free, Jesus, break us free, Jesus. 
Send us your Spirit. 
Send us out in the world. 
 
Verse 3 
Here comes the time when the grandmas and children 
weave a space full of laughter and where stories are told. 
Here comes a time when the name of Lord Jesus is the 
hope of tomorrow and the truth of today. 
 
Chorus 
 

12.  Outrageous love 
Verse 1 
Outrageous love, generous grace! 
There is no place too far,  
no need to fear, 
in freedom’s open space. 
The Father’s arms are open wide 
to catch us when we fall,  
and turn to him, with nowhere  
left to hide. 

I was cross when I wrote 
‘Once upon a time’. I was 
the minister at Foxton-
Shannon Co-operating, 
and I had just been to a 
Methodist Conference and 
had discovered what an 
obscenely large sum of 
money the national church 
had in the bank. And I was 
frustrated by the petty 
things the church was 
focused on. But I hope it is 
not an angry song. Sad 
maybe. I hope it is a 
confessing song, in both 
senses of the word. 

I wrote this song for a friend 
and mentor, Mark Chapman, 
then minister at Clevedon 
Presbyterian Church.    



Chorus 
Spirit, good Spirit 
Hold us in your love 
Jesus, Lord Jesus 
Hold us in your love 
 
Verse 2 
So come on in, come on home. 
Here is your family who long for you,  
where you are safe and known. 
There’s nothing less and nothing more 
than knowing you are welcome,  
you are whole. 
What are you waiting for? 
 
Chorus 
 

13.  Sing out a song 
St Heliers  
 
Verse 1 
Sing out a song of warm hospitality 
Open your door and let Jesus come in. 
Sit at the feast, there is more than enough to share 
And taste God’s glory. 
 
Chorus 
And the children will dance, the elders rejoice, 
And the people of God stand up, come alive! 
And the heart will sing, and the heart will sing!  
And the heart will sing, and the heart will sing.  
 
Verse 2 
Sing out a song of love and community, 
Everyone has a part to play. 
Celebrate others, no matter how different, 
And touch God’s glory. 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Sing out a song of courage and honesty, 
Never content with a life half lived. 
Move in the Spirit, the source of all energy, 
And live God’s glory. 
 
Chorus 

God renewed my call to 
ordination while Chris was 
studying in Dunedin. Jill 
Kayser and Pauline Stewart 
visited Knox College to talk 
about children’s ministry, and 
God spoke powerfully to me 
that day.  
I arranged to spend a few 
weeks at St Helier’s 
Presbyterian Church in 
Auckland as part of my 
ministry formation, and wrote 
this song while I was there. 



14.  Sing praise, waiatatia 
Verse 1 
Sing praise, sing praise! Sing, all creation, 
all you birds and fish and animals. 
E ngā manu, e ngā kararehe,    
waiatatia ngā mea katoa. 
Waiatatia ngā mea katoa! 
 
Chorus 
E ngā mana, e ngā reo;  
every voice is needed now. 
Ki te Ariki Ihu, 
Jesus, we all honour You. 
May our praising change our heart 
that we all may do our part. 
May we work that all may sing, 
showing care for everything. 
 
Verse 2 
Sing praise, sing praise! Sing, all creation, 
all you trees and streams and ocean flow. 
E ngā awa, e ngā tai moana, 
waiatatia ngā mea katoa. 
Waiatatia ngā mea katoa! 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Sing praise, sing praise! Sing, all creation, 
all you mountains, stars and living Earth. 
E ngā rangi, e te whenua,   
waiatatia ngā mea katoa. 
Waiatatia ngā mea katoa! 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the newest song in this 
collection, begun along the 
Paremata Harbour on my way 
from Upper Hutt to Plimmerton 
to take a service. As I stopped to 
walk on the rocks and admire the 
seabirds I had the words of 
‘Benedicite Aotearoa’ in the NZ 
Anglican Prayer Book in my mind.  
It expresses my passion for 
bilingual worship.  
The verses are lively, the chorus 
more flowing.  



15.  Through the wind and the waves 
A hymn for climate change 
Music by Cyril Murphy 
 
Chorus 
Through the wind and waves and the rising tides  
Jesus is Lord of all. 
Through the raging fires and the storms that come 
Jesus still is Lord of all. 
 
Verse 1 
Look around, Lord, Look our way  
Be the thunder in our day  
Echo loud, echo silent 
Through the storms and our dismay  
Change is coming, Earth is warming,  
Our Common Home in disarray.   
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 2 
Wake up people! Look around! 
Change is coming on the ground  
Fires are raging, floods are surging,  
waters rising, creatures drowned. 
Change is coming, Earth is warming  
Our Common Home where fear abounds 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Holy Spirit! wake us up! 
Rouse your people, build us up 
He says ‘Be Still!’ and  winds obey.  
He says ‘Shalom!’ our fears allay  
Faith is growing, Courage standing 
Holy Spirit stay! we pray  
 
Chorus 
 

One of the coolest things about 
having a website and an online 
presence is that I get random 
emails from around the world: a 
request or a word of thanks. In 
2021 Cyril Murphy emailed me 
from Clane, in County Kildare in 
Ireland, to say that he had done a 
musical setting for his college 
choir of one of my psalms. How 
exciting!  
I was in the midst of organising 
an A Rocha seminar on climate 
change and anxiety, and I was 
reflecting on Jesus calming the 
storm (Mark 4:35-41). I sent Cyril 
some lyrics and he created this 
dramatic song, set both for full 
choir and here for unison 
worship.  
As Director of Liturgy at 
Clongowes Wood College, Cyril 
creates liturgies with a 
contemporary focus on youth 
through the extensive use of 
contemporary liturgical music 
and digital media. 
Indeed a joy and an honour to 
collaborate with you, Cyril! 
 
 



16.  We lift you up, up, up 
Based on Ephesians 1 & 3 
(to be done with actions!) 
 
Chorus 
We lift you up, up, up 
to the praise of your glory 
We’re going down, down, down 
to the depths of your love 
We’re walking step by step 
as we’re following Jesus 
We’re moving out, out, out 
to serve you in the world 
 
Verse 1 
Grace and peace to you from God and  
Jesus Christ the Lord of all. 
Blessings fall upon us, fill us till we overflow! 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 2 
We are chosen, and forgiven, 
Jesus lives within our hearts. 
All things come to unity in the great love of Christ! 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
We are able to do so much  
more than we can even ask 
through your power working in us –  more than we can dream! 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 4 
Glory be to God the Father,  
Glory be to Christ the Son 
Glory to the Spirit, ever-living Three in One! 
 
Chorus 
 
 

If I had to pick a favourite 
book in the Bible it would 
probably be Ephesians. I 
wrote this song while I was 
at Cashmere Presbyterian 
Church in Christchurch, to 
condense Ephesians down 
as simply as possible ... and 
when you add in the actions 
it’s also good fun to sing! I 
hope Paul would approve. 
 
 
 
 



17.  You O Lord are our resting place 
A contemporary hymn  
 
Chorus 
You, O Lord, are our resting place 
You, O Lord, are our growing space 
Spirit, come, rest on us 
Come renew your world. 
 
Verse 1 
In the pattern of our land, 
Show us how to care for earth and sea. 
In the forest, in the city, 
Be the Lord of here. 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 2 
In the pattern of our lives 
Make the room to breathe your peace in us. 
In the rushing, be the purpose, 
Be the Lord of now. 
 
Verse 3 
In the pattern of our homes 
May your mercy fall, may wisdom flow. 
In the conflict, be the centre, 
Be the Lord of love. 
 
Chorus 
 
Verse 4 
In the pattern of our days 
Shape us as we work and rest and pray. 
In our striving be our trusting, 
Be the Lord of time. 
 
Chorus 
 

I was asked to speak to a 
Canterbury gathering of the 
Association of Presbytery 
Women about creation care, and 
I wrote this modern hymn in 
preparing my talk. I like the way it 
connects the private and the 
public, the resting and the growth 
of Christian living.  
It is a prayer of intercession, 
invocation and dedication.  



Lyrics	by	Rev.	Hariata	Haumate	and	Silvia	Purdie.	Music	by	Silvia	Purdie.

			1.														Come	Holy	Spirit	come	
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In	the	beginning	was	the	Word	
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			through	the	Word.
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In	Him	was	life,	
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		5.																	I've	got	a	little	bit		
Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie
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		6.										Jesus	holds	us	all	together	

Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie
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		7.													Let	All	Creation	Sing

Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie
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Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie

Colossians	3:12-15	"Let	the	peace	of	Christ	rule	in	your	hearts"

	8.							Let	there	be	peace	in-between	us
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		9.														May	the	God	of	Peace

Adapted	by	Silvia	Purdie	from	Jules	Riding's	song	'The	Blessing',	with	permission	from	Jules	Riding
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Psalm	131
Silvia	Purdie

			10.												My	heart	is	not	lifted	up
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			11.												Once	upon	a	time
Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie
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		12.																Outrageous	Love
Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie
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		14.													Sing	praise,	waiatatia
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		16.													We	lift	you	up,	up,	up
Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie
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Verse	-	slower

Arpeggios

1
Grace and peace to you from God and 
Jesus Christ the Lord of all.
Blessings fall upon us, fill us 
till we overflow!

2
We are chosen, and forgiven,
Jesus lives within our hearts.
All things come to unity in 
the great love of Christ!

3
We are able to do so much 
more than we can even ask
through your power working in us – 
more than we can dream!

4
Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to Christ the Son
Glory to the Spirit, ever-
living Three in One!
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		17.						You,	O	Lord,	are	our	resting	place

Lyrics	and	music	by	Silvia	Purdie
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Chorus

Final	time	

to	Coda
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Verse	2.	

In	the	pattern	of	our	lives

Make	the	room	to	breathe	your	peace	in	us.

In	the	rushing,	be	the	purpose,

Be	the	Lord	of	now.

Verse	3.	

In	the	pattern	of	our	homes

May	your	mercy	fall,	may	wisdom	flow.

In	the	conflict,	be	the	centre,

Be	the	Lord	of	love.

Verse	4.	

In	the	pattern	of	our	days

Shape	us	as	we	work	and	rest	and	pray.

In	our	striving	be	our	trusting,

Be	the	Lord	of	time.
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