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Colossians 1: 

 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God,  
the firstborn over all creation.  
16 For in him all things were created:  
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;  
all things have been created through him and for him.  
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  
18 He is the head of the body, the church;  
he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead,  
so that in everything he might have the supremacy.  
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,  
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,  
whether things on earth or things in heaven,  
by making peace through his blood,  
shed on the cross. 

 
We gather at this table in the presence of God 
And together with our friends and family here in this church 
And together with faithful people around the world 
And we gather at this table here and now at this place here in Paremata, 
And also in company with all of Creation 
With the birds and the sea creatures who are our neighbours here 
With the waves and the breezes, the stones and the shells,  
And we give thanks for all of Creation 
To You, almighty God, though whom all things have their being 
You are the source and you are the sustainer 
You are the gift and you are the giver. 
We worship you, we give you glory and praise. 
 
We gather at this table with humble hearts, 
Aware of our need, aware of our limitations 
Seeking only You, Jesus Christ,  
Through the power of the Holy Spirit 
To the glory of God the Father. 
 
And so we remember the night before the events we have been discussing today, 
When Jesus gathered around a table with his friends 
Broke bread, gave thanks, and shared it 
Holding in his hands the simple bread, and declaring it to also be his body 
Broken for us 
And at the end of the meal Jesus took the last cup, filled it with wine 
And declared it to be a new beginning,  
a covenant sealed with his blood 
forgiveness, and a foretaste of his Kingdom,  
when all things are gathered together 
all things are reconciled. 
This we eat and drink this morning.  


