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May your life together 
be full of love 
and your love  
be full of life 

 
Wedding poems 
Written by Silvia Purdie 
 
What deeper question 
 
What deeper question can there be 
than this - 
will you love me? 
What deeper hunger can there be  
than this -  
to be welcomed and adored 
not just now, but tomorrow. 
Easy to love me now when I am gorgeous 
but will you love me when I am grumpy 
and a mess? 
Might you maybe still love me  
when I have forgotten your name? 
 
What greater treasure can there be  
than this -  
a friend to stand beside me 
to walk the valleys and the heights 
to share the load and make me laugh. 
What greater honour can there be  
than this - 
to give myself to another, 
just an ordinary person,  
only human, warts and all, 
knowing you will let me down, 
trusting you to pick me up. 
So I choose you over everyone else,  
for all the years ahead. 
 
 



Here in this moment 
 
Here in this moment 
you are welcome, take a breath. 
Here are flowers, here are rings, 
all is planned, all is ready, everyone's here. 
Come now to this holy place 
for this sacred time. 
 
Here in this moment 
bring your beauty, bring your joy 
for today is celebration, 
gratitude, happiness. 
But also in this moment 
bring your fears and your failings; 
every part of you is needed, 
every corner of your heart. 
Love has found you, 
love has claimed you, 
all you have and all you are. 
 
Enter in this moment 
into life done together. 
Life as partnership, not perfection, 
worked out between you every day. 
So every moment, learn to listen,  
choose to honour and adore. 
Grow in patience, keep forgiving, 
appreciate every good thing. 
 
Now in this moment, 
be here in this moment 
held in love, shaped by love, 
choosing to love. 
 
 
 
 



There's a sparkle in the air 
 
There's a sparkle in the air, 
there's a whisper that we hear, 
that no matter what is coming, 
that whatever comes against us, 
there's a power in this holding 
of each other, you and me, 
to sustain through many seasons. 
This will always be the reason 
that I place my hope in you 
and I trust your faith in me, 
for we know that together 
we are more, we are better. 
So as feelings come and go, 
we will stand, we will know, 
that we share a common story 
you and I, me and you, 
so in pain and in glory 
you're for me and I'm for you. 
 
 
 
Candle lighting with family lighting side candles & the couple light central candle 
 
In the ancient story of creation in Genesis chapter 2, after God formed the first woman 
from part of the man's own body, the man responds with recognition and joy: 
 “At last, here is one of my own kind— 
Bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh. 
Then the writer comments:  
"That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united with his wife,  
and they become one." 
 
Marriage is a coming together of two families, and the beginning of a new family. As a 
symbol of this I invite a representative from ..’s family, and from A.'s family, to light the 
side candles, and .. and .. will together light the central candle. 
 
 
 



 Prayers 
 
Prayer of blessing  
In the name of Christ Jesus, we claim the blessings of God for you, .. and .., as you begin 
your married life together.  
Lord, build up this wonderful couple and establish them in all goodness. 
Draw them close in deep affection.  
Bless their work and their play.  
Bless their home and their friendships.  
We pray for children, for the great joy and love they will bring ...  
for healthy bodies, for protection from harm, and for a caring community around them. 
We pray for your sustaining power through all challenges they will face, 
that this will be a family of grace and truth,  
where forgiveness comes quickly after hurt, 
where joy flows freely, 
and where all is held by a gentle peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of blessing 
God of all the universe, thank you for this day. 
Thank you for these two beautiful people, and for their love and marriage. 
In all that they do may they know that they are special in your sight. 
May love and wisdom flow through every word they say and every choice 
they make.  
Lord, bless them with all they dream of. Keep them strong and well in 
body, mind and spirit. Bring them children. Bring them good friends. 
Deepen their love through the years. May they grow tall in their community 
and win the respect of many. When storms crash against their door, Lord, 
be the strength that holds firm to what is most important. May they be a 
shelter and an inspiration to others when times get hard.  
Bless this marriage and bring them deep contentment, and peace as they 
relax together at the end of every day.  
In the mighty name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
 



Blessings 
 
You know who you are 
 
You know who you are and to whom you belong. 
You know where you come from,  
solid ground beneath your feet. 
You know who walks beside you,  
and who watches from above. 
So walk through the days,  
even when you cannot see far ahead, 
with a lightness in your step 
and a confidence in your path, 
for joy dances with you 
and peace wraps you round. 
 
Benediction 
 
Blessings on you all as you celebrate tonight, and keep each other 
company through the years 
May the strength of God’s love keep you and protect you 
May the grace of God’s power lighten your days 
and may the peace of God be on you and around you always. Amen. 
 
 
As you go: 
 
Thank you for sharing in this beautiful occasion 
and witnessing this important moment in the lives of these two families 
and these two delightful people 
Have an excellent time for the rest of the day 
- a true celebration. 
As you go, go enriched in your own relating with others 
May you find greater patience and kindness in your loving 
and know the deep joy that comes only  
from giving ourselves for the good of others. 
May you go surrounded with the grace and goodness of God 
and blessed by peace. 
Amen. 
 
 



Go now and through all the years 
 
Go now and through all the years, 
in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
the almighty love of God our Father 
and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Aaronic blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
and give you peace. 
	

	
	

A Kiwi Wedding Blessing 
 

May your hearts grow together  
like the branches of a kauri tree. 

May your love be deep and wide as the ocean,  
and your joy be as high as the mighty mountains. 

May you be at home with each other wherever you are, 
and forgive each other every day. 
May success unfold in your work  

like the tree fern opens to the sun,  
and kindness blossom in your home. 

May peace sing clear and sweet in your marriage, like a bellbird by a lake. 
God bless you and keep you always. 

Ma te Atua korua e manaaki. 
 
	



	
 

May the blessing of the rain be on 
you— 
the soft sweet rain. 
May it fall upon your spirit 
so that all the little flowers may 
spring up, 
and shed their sweetness on the air. 
May the blessing of the great rains be 
on you, 
may they beat upon your spirit 
and wash it fair and clean, 
and leave there many a shining pool 
where the blue of heaven shines, 
and sometimes a star. 

 

May the good earth be soft under you 
when you rest upon it, 
and may it rest easy over you when, 
at the last, you lay out under it, 
And may it rest so lightly over you 
that your soul may be out 
from under it quickly, 
and up, and off, 
And be on its way to God. 

 

Dear Lord, 
Give me a few friends 
who will love me for what I am, 
and keep ever burning 
before my vagrant steps 
the kindly light of hope... 
And though I come not within sight 
of the castle of my dreams, 
teach me to be thankful for life, 
and for time's olden memories 
that are good and sweet. 
And may the evening's twilight 
find me gentle still. 

 

May your day be touched 
by a bit of Irish luck, 
brightened by a song in your heart, 
and warmed by the smiles 
of the people you love. 

	
Irish blessings: 
 
The guarding of the Father of life be on you, 
The guarding of loving Christ be on you, 
The guarding of Holy Spirit be on you 
To aid you and enfold you 
Each day and every night of your lives. 
 



 
 

 

Irish Marriage Blessing 

May God be with you and bless you. 
May you see your children's children. 
May you be poor in misfortunes 
and rich in blessings. 
May you know nothing but happiness 
from this day forward. 

An Old Irish Blessing 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind always be at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
and rains fall soft upon your fields. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 



Bible	readings	
	
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12  (New International Version) 
9 Two are better than one, 
    because they have a good return for their labor: 
10 If either of them falls down, 
    one can help the other up. 
But pity anyone who falls 
    and has no one to help them up. 
11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. 
    But how can one keep warm alone? 
12 Though one may be overpowered, 
    two can defend themselves. 
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 
 
 
Colossians 3:12-17  
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
complaint against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 
you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of 
Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and encourage one another with all 
wisdom. Through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, sing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do,  in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. 
 
 
 



The Way of Love (1 Corinthians 13:1-7, The Message version) 

If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m 
nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate. 
2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making 
everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” 
and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing. 
3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be 
burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what 
I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love. 

Love never gives up. 
Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
Love doesn’t strut, 
Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
Doesn’t force itself on others, 
Isn’t always “me first,” 
Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, 
Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back, 
But keeps going to the end. 
 



 
 



Song of Songs 
 

 



Other Poems for weddings 
 
As long as you love me 
 
As long as you love me 
I'll stay by your side 
I'll be your companion 
Your friend and your guide 
 
As love as you love me 
as long as you care 
I'll do anything for you 
I'll go anywhere 
 
I'll bring you the sunshine 
I'll comfort your fears 
I'll gather up rainbows 
to chase all your tears 
 
As long as forever 
My love will be true 
For as long as you love me 
I'll love only you. 
 
 
 
 
  



  
 
 





  



 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 
 



 



 



 



Come to a Wedding 
Can be sung to the hymn tune: ‘Bunessan’ (Morning is broken) 
 

 


